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Sergio Casali, Mavermotiuio “Tor Vergata”, Pwun
Virgil’s Dido and the Preceding Tradition

This paper examines how Virgil transforms and adapts earlier traditions regarding Dido, specifically those
documented by Timaeus (FGrHist 566 F 82) and Trogus-Justin (18.4-6). It reevaluates the role of Dido in
Naevius’ Bellum Poenicum, suggesting that, while certainty is difficult to achieve, Naevius likely
anticipated the fundamental narrative elements found in Aeneid 1 and 4. The analysis then explores how
Virgil reshapes the original legend surrounding Dido’s death in Aeneid 4. Finally, we compare Venus’s
portrayal of Dido’s story in Aeneid 1 with the version presented by Trogus-Justin. This comparison
highlights how Venus and Virgil selectively draw from the earlier accounts. Their adaptations primarily
aim to eliminate the defining traits of the original Dido—particularly her cleverness and treachery—
especially as seen in the treatment of the well-known aspect of Dido’s backstory: the stratagem involving
the bull’s (or ox’s) hide.



